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elimination of bribery were two policies with
which his name became identified.
In 1896 he entered the campaign for Me-
Kinley. He was not a polished speaker, but
he could win his audiences through his energy
and his whole-hearted belief in his own argu-
ments. There was vitality and honesty in his
speeches, backed by a personality as distinc-
tive as that of any opponent.
When McKinley began his first term as
President the island of Cuba was in the tur-
moil of a revolution to which the American
people were forced to give increasing at-
tention. Roosevelt believed that the United
States would have to intervene sooner or
later, and he was given an opportunity to
help the country prepare for such an emer-
gency. In April, 1897, MeKinley appointed
him Assistant Secretary of the Navy. He
brought about a much-needed improvement
in naval marksmanship, besides bringing the
whole department up to a higher standard.
The Rough Riders. The declaration of
war, in April, 1898, gave him another oppor-
tunity to serve his country. Resigning his de-
partment position, he organized the first
United States Volunteer Cavalry, popularly
and appropriately known as the "Rough
Riders." The regiment was made up chiefly
of cowboys from the Western plains, and it
included many picturesque characters; in it,
too, were Roosevelt admirers from the best
families of the East. Assisting in its organ-
ization was Leonard Wood, its first colonel.
Roosevelt himself was lieutenant-colonel, but
when Wood rose to the rank of brigadier-
general, his comrade in arms was promoted
to be colonel, and it was he who led the Rough
Riders in their great charge over San Juan
Hill. In later years, he was universally
spoken of as "Colonel."
Governor of New York. In September,
1898, Roosevelt was mustered out, and on
January 1,1899, he entered upon his duties as
governor of New York. He had secured the
nomination through the aid of the state "ma-
chine" leader, Senator Thomas C. Platt.
At the same time Roosevelt bound himself in
no way to follow the orders of the "bosses,"
and he gave the state an honest, efficient and
progressive administration. If the politicians
came Ms way, as he once said, he worked with
them; if not, he worked without and in spite
of them. As his term of office drew to a close
Platt and other Republican leaders decided it
was time to eliminate this trouble maker,
 whose investigation of the state canal system
and fearless attitude toward the corporate in-
terests were interfering with the smooth run-
ning of the "machine." Accordingly, in 1900
they forced on hi in, the nomination for the
most deadening office in the national govern-
ment—the Vice-Presidency. The ticket,
headed by McKinley, won by a comfortable
margin over the opposition, led by Bryan.
file_0.wmf


President of the United States. Six
months after his inauguration, President Mc-
Kinley was struck down by an assassin's
bullet, and on September 14, 1901, Theodore
Roosevelt took the oath as chief executive.
The "trouble maker," disliked by the "bosses,"
was the most powerful man in America and
beloved by the people. He was then only
forty-three years of age, the youngest Presi-
dent in American history, and he came to the
high office superbly
trained and in vigor-
ous health. The new
President announced
that he would con-
tinue unchanged the
policies of MeKinley,
and he asked all of
the latter^s Cabinet
officials to remain. It
was a strong Cabi-	theodore
net, containing such roosevelt
men as Elihu Root, who was Secretary of
War, and John Hay, who was Secretary of
State. In 1904 Roosevelt expressed his de-
sire to be elected for a full term, and he
was nominated by the Republican conven-
tion by acclamation. In the election he de-
feated the democratic nominee, Judge Alton
B. Parker, by a popular majority of almost
2,000,000. The chief issue was the Presi-
dent's personality; he was accused by his op-
ponents of recklessly violating- his constitu-
tional limitations, of invading the rights of
Congress, and of being dangerously warlike.
The election of 1904 showed what the people
thought of these accusations.
Domestic Affairs. Roosevelt's seven and
one-half years of office constitute a notable
period of readjustment. When lie became
President the country was emerging from an
era of industrial development in which "big
business" had expanded without restraint.
Corporate interests were wielding a perni-
cious influence on legislation, state and na-
tional, and the mass of the people, already
awakened to ttiis fact, were letting their

